
Giving: Giving Cheerfully to God

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Luke 6:37-38

2 weeks ago, Dele gave us a background to our passage-Paul’s fund-
raising initiative among the Corinthians for Jewish Christians who had 
fallen on hard times.

In V6- Paul uses a principle that would be obvious to any farmer or 
gardener, but maybe not so obvious to urban dwellers. The more seed 
you sow, the greater your harvest. The person who is stingy with the 
amount of seed they sow will likely reap a meagre harvest.  That principle
has spiritual ramifications. When you sow your field with the maximum 
harvest in mind, then you won't scrimp on the seed, knowing that what 
you sow now will come back to you many-fold. It is a matter of having a 
farmer's common sense about sowing. 

The more you sow, the greater your harvest-& not only in terms of money
(mistake of the prosperity gospel). This may sound unspiritual, but Jesus 
taught the same principle about cause and effect including in the area of 
giving in Luke 6:38.

"37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.
38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." (Luke 6:37-38)

When Jesus talks about the measure you use, he means: If you give with 
a big scoop or a cup completely full, then you'll receive with the same big 
scoop and full cup. If you give with a tiny scoop or just a pinch, you'll 
receive just a tiny blessing. The blessing is related proportionally to the 
giving " which is what Paul is teaching us in 2 Corinthians: There is a law 
of cause and effect in giving to God!

V7- Christian giving should be motivated by thoughtful discipleship and
love for Jesus, not by guilt or greed motivations which are sometimes 
promoted by some preachers.

Two wrong motivations for giving:

1. Reluctance. If you're giving, but really don't want to, stop! If it pains you
to give, don't! Giving out of inner reluctance isn't real worship anyway; 
it's conforming outwardly to someone's expectations. But, worship is an 
inward response of love for God. 

2. Pressure. It's wrong to use guilt as a motivator to “worship" for worship 
is what giving is supposed to be. Worship out of guilt isn’t possible. When 
pressure is exerted to get you to give, that’s mere manipulation. What 
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God is looking for is a heart that is happy because it is able to give to God
and to his work - "a "cheerful giver." V7

V7-Giving needs to be thought through. It is for everyone of God’s 
children, not just the rich.it should be in proportion to what you have not 
what you don’t have. The widow’s mite was small, but it was 100%, 
Zaccheus chose to give 50%, today we often hear of 10%-tithe but 
there’s no rule. It’s important to do it regularly & this is helped by regular 
standing orders thru your bank. Note- you decide in your heart, not your 
mind. In our fallen materialistic culture, giving to God is not popular or 
instinctive; Are your reasons for not giving covering up selfish desires?

V8- One of the greatest obstacles to giving is fear " fear that if we give to
God, we won't have enough for ourselves. Look at the promise in vs8. 
Fear is the opposite of faith. When we have faith that God will supply our 
needs, then we give without fear.:

Paul has described the offering being collected as a "work of grace. 2 
Corinthians 8 and 9 He is saying that God can bless you financially in an 
abundant way. The word "abound" means, have sufficient for every 
enterprise. Greed wants to have plenty more than what is needed, so that
you'll have enough if you get in a hard place again. But faith that 
overcomes the fear of want only needs "enough," because it trusts God to
supply what is needed in the future. In the Sermon on the Mount,

 Jesus teaches us to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread" (Matthew 
6:11)

 Jesus teaches us, "Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth" 
(Matthew 6:19)

 Jesus teaches us, "Do not worry about your life.... but seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well." (Matthew 6:33)

 Jesus teaches us, "Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own." (Matthew 6:34)

When becoming rich is our goal, we wander off the path that Jesus leads 
us on. Now God may, in his wisdom, make you rich. But when becoming 
rich or hoarding wealth becomes your goal, you've missed out on God's 
will for you.

So what is the promise in verse 8? That if you give, God will give you 
more than enough for your own needs and sufficient for you to do other 
good works as well. He will give you enough for yourself plus enough to 
help others in some kind of good work.

To drive home his point, Paul quotes from Psalm 112:9.
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"As it is written:
  ‘He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
  his righteousness endures forever.'" (9:9)

Paul's point is clear when you read the context of this Psalm about the 
faith of a righteous man: (Ps 112:6-9)

"6 Surely he will never be shaken;
a righteous man will be remembered forever.
7 He will have no fear of bad news;
his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
8 His heart is secure, he will have no fear;
in the end he will look in triumph on his foes.
9 He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor,
his righteousness endures forever;
his horn will be lifted high in honor." 

The righteous person in the psalm is full of faith and unafraid. Therefore, 
through their faith and confidence in the Lord "they have scattered abroad
their gifts to the poor," knowing that the Lord will supply their needs.

Another promise comes to mind that Paul shared with the Philippian 
church that had helped to support him on his missionary trips:

"And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in
Christ Jesus." (Phil 4:19)

If all this sounds similar to the Prosperity Teaching common in our time, it
is because in truth, God desires to prosper his people financially and 
that's a good thing. However, prosperity teaching includes distortions that
tend to get people out of balance in their faith. Money should never 
become an idol.

How does God supply seed to the sower? By giving a harvest large 
enough so that there is not only enough "bread for food," but also enough
seed to plant next year's crop. The farmer sows the seed; God gives the 
increase.

Now look at the promise:

"He ... will also supply and increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness." (9:10b)

God will not only supply you seed, but increase or multiply your store of 
seed. What is seed for? To plant, not to eat. So God is not increasing your
general wealth so that you have more than you need. Rather, he is 
increasing your "seed" so you have more to give for his Kingdom 
purposes. This way you can see a greater "harvest of your 
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righteousness," that is, you can do more and greater good works that 
result from you being a righteous person.

It is in the context of having more to give, that Paul says the same thing 
another way:

"You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God." (9:11)

The question is: What kind of riches is Paul talking about? Spiritual 
riches? Yes. Financial riches? Yes, since he says, "you will be made rich in 
every way." Does this mean that you will become financially wealthy if 
you give to God? Perhaps, but it does mean that he will give you more 
finances than you require for your own family's needs, "so that you can 
be generous on every occasion." The whole point here is not accumulating
personal financial wealth. It is God blessing you so you'll have more than 
enough yourself, so that you can continue to give generously. Your faith 
begins a cycle of giving that you should not interrupt by your greed. If it 
flows in, it must also continue to flow out for this promise to be 
continually renewed and reactivated. 

Vs12-15 Paul's final encouragement to giving is that the gift from the 
Corinthians' will inspire great praise from the recipients to God.

Notice how at the end of this section, Paul turns the focus back to God:

1. God's surpassing grace, grace that goes beyond, exceeds, outdoes 
anything imaginable. 

2. God's indescribable gift, indescribable because of the incredible love 
that prompted it and the majesty and station of the sacrifice for our sin, 
the very and only Son of God himself!

The words "grace and "gift" nearly synonymous here, remind us that our 
salvation isn't because we have been deserving, but that it flows wholly 
from his amazing love for us, and the generous gift that He has given. 
Our own gifts, no matter how generous, pale in comparison!

Try to take time out to write thank-you notes to God for His indescribable 
gift to you.

Giving 

Giving -is one of the ways we show appreciation to God for the 
extravagant gift of eternal life God has given us through Christ. – 

Giving -helps us dedicate our lives completely to following God’s priorities 
because if we are not careful, we will wind up serving lesser gods and not 
Almighty God -Creator and Sustainer of all that is good in our universe.
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Giving - is part of our discipleship it helps us grow in grace and to become
other-centered rather than self-centered. 

Giving - enables us to take part in God’s mission in the world. It provides 
us the ability to help build God’s Kingdom on earth.

There’s a story about a mother who wanted to teach her daughter a 
lesson about giving. She gave the little girl a quarter and a dollar for 
church "Put whichever one you want in the collection plate and keep the 
other for yourself," she told the girl. When they were coming out of 
church, the mother asked her daughter which amount she had given. 
"Well," said the little girl, "I was going to give the dollar, but just before 
the collection the man in the pulpit said that we should all be cheerful 
givers. I knew I'd be a lot more cheerful if I gave the quarter, so I did.  
The main point here is that giving cheerfully means we are glad to give to
God as an act of worship of praise. This makes our giving an expression 
of our love for God. Being a cheerful giver is one of the things that puts 
us on the path of spiritual growth that changes us into the joy-filled 
people God wants us to be. And our joy is complete when we realize that 
our giving makes a Kingdom-difference in the world.

Give Freely Closely related to cheerful giving is the idea of giving freely 
to God. This attitude is also found in 2 Corinthians 9. Here Paul 
encourages us to make up our own minds about our giving. In other 
words: We have a choice. But our choice must bear in mind the gift God 
has given us in Christ. Freely God sent Jesus to save us from our sins. 
Freely Christ laid down his life for us. And by doing so, God raised him 
from the dead and promises to do the same for us someday. All because 
of the gift of God, freely given. We are called to respond to this—God’s 
greatest gift—freely out of the resources God has placed at our disposal. 
So we give freely because of the free gift God gave us in Christ.

 Give Generously-The Apostle Paul talked about generosity in giving by 
citing the example of the early churches in Macedonia who “during a 
severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part” (2 Corinthians 
8:2). Despite their suffering, they were able to give generously and freely
to God’s larger mission in the world. They were able to do so because God
met their needs. And when God meets our needs, we are able to give 
generously to God because of God’s blessings on our lives. John Wesley,
the principal founder of Methodism, summed up this attitude of 
giving generously when he encouraged the Methodists to: “Earn 
all you can, save all you can, so you can give all you can.” 
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Give Intentionally. We cannot give cheerfully, freely and generously on 
a regular basis without a plan for giving. In 1st Corinthians 4, Paul 
instructed the church: “On the first day of every week, each of you is to 
put aside and save whatever extra you earn so that collections need not 
be taken when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Giving intentionally is an 
important part of our discipleship. Think of it as a spiritual discipline, a 
way to maintain our faith commitments that ensures we continue to grow 
in grace as we grow in the love and knowledge of God.

Jesus spoke about proportional giving in the story of the poor widow 
whose gift to the Temple consisted of two small coins. Mk 12:41-44 Her 
gift was generous, it was given cheerfully and freely, and it was 
intentional. This points out that the size of the gift is not a competition; 
it’s giving from the heart that matters because God gave from His heart 
when he gave Jesus to the world.

There’s a story about an ambitious young man who told his pastor he had
promised God a tenth of his income. Together, they prayed for God to 
bless his career. At that time, he was making £40.00 per week and tithing
£4.00. After a few years his income increased and he was tithing £500.00
per week. He called on the pastor to see if he could be released from his 
tithing promise because he thought it had become too costly. The pastor 
replied, "I don't see how you can be released from your promise, but we 
can ask God to reduce your income back to £40.00 a week; that way, you
would have no problem tithing £4.00.

Giving is an important part of our Christian discipleship-one of the ways in
which we grow in the grace and love and knowledge of God. Today, I 
want you to think and consider, ‘Is God calling me/you to take a step in 
giving?’ Are we right where God wants us to be in our giving? 

God is pleased when we give from the heart. Because that’s where giving 
started—from God’s heart, with the gift of God’s son Jesus. We honor God
when we give cheerfully, freely, generously and intentionally. We also 
honor God when we grow in our giving because this is part of the change 
Christ works in us as disciples of Jesus Christ, as we listen to God.

Online giving may make our giving seem somewhat impersonal, but that 
will happen only if we do not pray for organisations we give to.  If we 
think & pray regularly for CC & all it uses money for, the connection will 
be there in our minds.

Giving cheerfully means we are glad to give to God as an act of worship
of praise. This makes our giving an expression of our love for God. Being 
a cheerful giver is one of the things that puts us on the path of spiritual 
growth that changes us into the joy-filled people God wants us to be. And 
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our joy is complete when we realize that our giving makes a Kingdom-
difference in the world.

The Macedonian church, despite their suffering, were able to give 
generously and freely to God’s larger mission in the world. They were 
able to do so because God met their needs. And as God meets our needs, 
we are able to give generously to God because of God’s blessings on our 
lives. John Wesley, the principal founder of Methodism, summed 
up this attitude of giving generously when he encouraged the 
Methodists to: “Earn all you can, save all you can, so you can give 
all you can.”

Giving intentionally is an important part of our discipleship. Think of it 
as a spiritual discipline, a way to maintain our faith commitments that 
ensures we continue to grow in grace as we grow in our love and 
knowledge of God. We cannot give cheerfully, freely and generously on a 
regular basis without a plan for giving. That why we use Standing Orders 
for a monthly gift through the bank or the card gizmo in church, as we 
choose.
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